ON JuLy 14, 1776, one of the legendary events in Boone’s long career
occurred. It was a quiet Sunday afternoon at Boonesborough. There
were no church services at the settlement, but earlier that day someone
had read from the scriptures to an assembled group, and when “the ‘
customary Bible reading was over” Boone had lain down in his cabin
to rest, '
Jemima Boone, who was fourteen, had stabbed her foot on a stobef ]
cut cane and wanted to go out on the river in a dugout canoe to soothe
her sore foot in the cool water. As a young girl Jemima had ergiayd
playing in the water so much she had been given the mckname Duck”
Elinbeth and Frances Callaway. daughters of Richard Callaway
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Suddenly five Indians plunged out of the cane and one waded into
che water 0 grab the line attached to the frone of the dugout. As he
ried to drag the craft to the shore, Fanny Callaway beat him over the
head with the paddle until it broke, Betsy joined her in hitting the
brave, and the other Indians waded in and threatened to overturn
the canoe unless the gitls got out, Once the girls were led ashore the ca-
noe was pushed back into the stream so they couldn’t use it to escape.

The three girls began screaming, hoping to be heard at Boones-
borough, a quarter of a mile upstream on the other side of the river.
One of the Indians grabbed Betsy Callaway by the hair and indicated
he would scalp her if the gitls did not shut up. The girls were pulled
and pushed up the steep bank above the river, but at the top Jemima
refused to go farther, pointing to her wounded foot and saying it was
too painful to walk on. But the Indians waved their knives and toma-
hawks, threatening to kill her there if she didn't go on. | e

The Indians produced moccasins for Jemima, and for Fanny Callaway, B
who was also barefoot. Then they cut off the bottoms of the girls
dresses and petticoats so they could move ﬁswr _
The girls wrapped the strips of cloth a |
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ger group returning to Qkjg
Chota. Called together B _
that included many Crl:l[dz.

The five Indians were part ofalar
erokee town of

4 conference at the Ch

by Dragging Canoe, th
and Shawnees, a$ well a
settlement of Kentucky and
by British supports the young ch
campaign against the American
Atcakullakulla and other older chiefs
ignored, Dragging Canoe roused those pres

The British had already given Dragging Canoe three thousand po

of gunpowder to use against the Americans. -

That afternoon the kidnappers and their prey traveled ab
miles and camped near where Winchester, Kentucky, is now.’
were tied with buffalo tugs so they could not reach each other,

bound to a tree and also to 2 brave. All night the girls sat ,

backs to the trees they were tied to, unable to sleep. Jemima

to have a penknife in her pocket, but her hands were b
she couldn’t reach it. fpeyed SR

e large gathering
s Cherokees, angrily denounced the il
lands over the mountains. Enmﬁraﬁ A
iefs and warriors planned a cong M .

forts and stations. While his fu}mq |
remained silent in humiliag
ent to kill the Long

F 2
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Jndidates for adoption, At the very least :
:om, or sold to the British, st they could pe held for ran-

The next morning, the Indiang resumed '
the

Ohio. As they stumbled along, the girlii o8 tw"in:r:h to:a:clhthe

chat might follow to rescue them. Wh gs to guide those

behind her. The Indians caught her leaving signs and again threatened
with cheir tomahawks. But the girls continued to break twigs and rear
off leaves to mark the trail, and blistered their hands with the eﬂi)u.
Betsy Callaway had shoes with wooden heels that made deep track:
in the ground by streams and through buffalo wallows. Noticing t

tracks she made, the Indians knocked the heels off her shoe b " l S :

still took care to make discernible tracks, ity o
Using the excuse of her sore foot, Jemima fell
delaying the progress of the party. W 3
scream out, hoping that anyone follo
Boone and other men were on th
as much noise and troubl '
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{ unsalred and preety much inedible. The Indiang SOmey,
d uns: .

Sg . 3 s and showed
A ¢ “precty squaws’ and s hen
t Y did gy

- l I .

and knives, Hanging Maw and the others \‘\'crc surprisingly gentle v
their captives. They were rolerant, even mdulgxnt, b.y the staq e
of the wilderness. The girls were allowed to fix their hair ang ke
for lice. Hanging Maw fondled Jemima's hair and took out the Cornbg
himself, admiring the length and brightness. In one version of the oy
Hanging Maw asked Jemima to dress his hair and look for lice, iod
she agreed. Many years later a niece told Jemima she would never hane.
done such a thing herself. “Oh yes yes you would,” said her aun,
the Indians were really kind to us.” (
~ By the end of the second day the Indians became talkative. They
said they were on their way to the Shawnee towns north _cjjv‘
They rold the girls that Cherokees would attack the W‘W ol
ment, and a party of Cherokees were on their way to attack the Ken-
ucky secclements. They teased the Indian whom Fanny Calla
ich the paddle. Thar a few miles

ki
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but it was out of reat':h. Samuel Henderson, whe Wwas engaged to Bets
Callaway, was shaving but dropped his razy and ran tgor his riﬂe’.r
Richard Callaway, father of two of the girls, was f .

. ustered, but Boone
was calm and organized. He told young John Gass to swim after the

canoe, and when the dugout was brought back Boone and five others
crossed to the north bank, as Callaway, Nathaniel Hart, David Hart
David Gass, Flanders Callaway, and others on horses déshed P forci
2 mile down the river to cross. :
Boone directed some to look upriver for the trail and some to lobk
downriver until the tracks were found. Then he persuaded Richard |
Callaway and the party on horses to ride directly to the Blue Licks, i
where he knew the Indians would cross on their way to the Ohio,
where they could intercept the kidnappers. Meanwhile, he and the oth-
ers on foot could track the Indians. .: e ,iw;{w s giatly’ e
It is likely that Boone used this argument to of the
tempered and rash Callaway, leaving hi
ing John Floyd, to proceed with neces:
his party riding to the Blue Ligh‘
If all else failed, they might i
about five miles before dark,
dog. Following the noise, the;
cabin deep in the forest. Ther:
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2 canebrake. The Indians had splic up there and taken U-nlikely detouu'
making it difficult to decide which trail to follow. Here Boone 3

critical decision: instead of following the trail, they would headjp
direction they knew the party would take. That way they coy]q fflove ;
faster and perhaps be less vulnerable to an ambush. They strycl o] o
a straight course, moving as fast as they could, crossing and tecrogg,
the trail. They saw the bits of cloth, broken twigs, and Betsy’s tracks 4
signs the gitls were still alive. When it got dark they stopped ol
by a small stream and resumed the pursuit at daybreak. A¢ Hinkstop -
Creek they came on fresh tracks and Boone knew they were closingin
Since the Indians were now moving with less caution, he also kney
was time to start tracking them directly. The Indians would follow the
Great Warrior's Path for a while, then slip off onto a buffalo trace, and
then another trace, to confuse those pursuing. Boone followed every
shift and feint. When they came upon the dead buffalo with Wy
cut off, he told his companions the Indians would stop to cook thei
meal just ahead at the next stream. They saw a snake the [
killed and left flopping. They crossed a small stream

-4
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Jway from the fire when William, Smith fired premary rely and & 47

ved“Thats Dsddibuidimaeedss TR
upon the ground in case the Indians o
Draper. The girls dropped to the ground, but in the excitement A

scood again, and one rescuer, mistaking them in theiy ragged cloth

for Indians, started to club Betsy, who wore 2 red bandanna on her
head. Boone grabbed his arm and shouted, “For God's sakedm'tkiﬂ

her when we have traveled so far to save e ke b
; , f { i X
what he'd almost done, wept. , when 5

might shoot back ” Nathan told

i ¢

T L L T A i
In fact, there was a good deal of weeping when it m O;tI‘NadW
Reid, one of the rescuers, later said, “The exultation of thepose it

cannot be described.” They embraced and thank:
The girls were so overcome with gratitude anc ki
fleeing kidnappers were forgotten. ]

enough to speak, they told us there ‘

s ¥
=z i

covered with thick cane, “and b
three poor little heartbroken
-~ search.” Ly
The girls showed the
- were torn, their faces

of sleep, legs s ‘
around them and
Boone said, “for v
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The gitls told Boone and the others what they had hﬁ&l'd’
the Cherokee attacks on Watauga, and the war Party on i,
Kentucky. Also the girls knew that a party of Indiang ..
only three miles away at the Lower Blue Licks, (Dmggmg
and his warriors did indeed attack the Watauga settlemens ,
defeated on July 21, 1776. And the Cherokee invasion of k
proved a failure also. After that the more peaceable chiefs 5
Cherokees such as Attakullakulla began to regain their inf
authority.) i

Taking as much meat from the buffalo as they could cary
started back toward Boonesborough. The gitls had not
for two nights and were worn out from the walking and
exhilaration of being rescued enabled them to make ¢
ney. Samuel Henderson with his half-shaved face took
But he was so pleased that Betsy, his fiancée, was sz
ably didn't mind the rough humor. Flanders Callay
marry Jemima, was with the group of nders mﬁ,'
thechmrmdwnfthemwm they cam
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